

ADOPTED 10/27/15


Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg & Co-sponsored by
Council Members Hazouri, Carter, Dennis, Anderson & Bowman:
RESOLUTION 2015-709-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING NORM ABRAHAM, RESTAURATEUR AND CIVIC ACTIVIST FOR HIS DEVOTION TO JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
an integral component of a neighborhood and City is the cuisine and reputation of a local eatery, particularly if the proprietor is a genuine native son and civic activist; and

WHEREAS,
 Norm Abraham grew up on Dora Street in Brooklyn; he graduated from Robert E. Lee High School; and

WHEREAS,
a restaurateur for four decades, Mr. Abraham is currently in the sad process of closing Two Doors Down, an exceedingly popular breakfast and lunch gathering place that he opened in 2009; he had previously operated Tad’s on Park Street in Brooklyn and Lane Avenue, Rib Barbecue Shack on Baymeadows Avenue at San Jose Boulevard, Thompson House Restaurant on Hendricks Avenue, and the Players Café in Ponte Vedra; and
WHEREAS,
similar to Tad’s, Two Doors Down has a reputation of having an array of civic leaders, firefighters, lawyers, judges, businessmen, blue-collar workers, uniformed police officers, mothers with babies in strollers, a former Chief Judge, City Council Members and a host of other loyal customers who regularly show up to dine and renew old, meaningful friendships; as one patron noted “you’re never a stranger here;” and
WHEREAS,
the fare at Two Doors Down is a  mixture of typical southern dishes such as liver and onions as well as Middle Eastern delicacies like kibbeh and tabbouleh; customers marvel at  how quick meals are served once ordered;  and
WHEREAS,
the number of community activities that Norm Abraham has been involved with over the years is legion; he has always been a community activist committed to bettering his community and the City of Jacksonville; he has served on the City’s Recreation and Park’s Commission, as president of the Robert E. Lee High School Booster Club as well as the school’s baseball coach; in the 1990s, Mr. Abraham was a candidate for the Jacksonville City Council; and
WHEREAS,
the Two Doors Down Brooklyn neighborhood is rapidly transforming; Norm Abraham learned a while back that he would have to vacate the building; sadly, on the day after Thanksgiving, the doors at Two Doors Down that have joyfully welcomed neighbors, regulars, new friends and old, will close; the fond memories of the place will be lasting and we will always be grateful to Norm Abraham, restaurateur extraordinaire, for bringing friends together over the years for fellowship and good food; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Norm Abraham, restaurateur and civic activist for his devotion to Jacksonville and extend our best wishes for continued success in the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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